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Commentary Corner for First Responders 
 
“To dissuade and defeat threats as early and as far from U.S. borders as possible.”  
THE NPS MARITIME DEFENSE AND SECURITY RESEARCH 





    
  
Having been a sworn law enforcement officer and professional firefighter for 28 years, I listened with 
interest to Department of Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano’s testimony to the House Committee 
on Homeland Security earlier this month.  In it she stated, “The terrorist threat facing our country has evolved 
significantly in the last ten years -- and continues to evolve -- so that, in some ways, the threat facing us is at 
its most heightened state since those attacks."  
This sobering statement should remind my brethren with local first-responder agencies that, likely 
with little or no warning, they will be called upon to engage the enemy.  Our point of reference continues to 
be September 11, 2001, a day that saw the single greatest loss of firefighters, police, and other emergency re-
sponders since the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki during the war against Japan.  We 
must ensure that local emergency planners have personnel trained to the highest response level possible to 
overcome any attack against our homeland.   
Since the “Attacks on America” there have been numerous terrorist attacks around the world.  Inci-
dents such as bombings of subway stations, trains, theaters, schools, or the coordinated, multi-day attack by 
heavily armed terrorists in Mumbai, India in November 2008 proves that our nation’s responders need the 
best integration and collaboration possible between local, state and federal authorities.   
 At a January 20, 2011 speech, Supervisory Special Agent Steven Merrill, who was the FBI’s Legal 
Attaché in India when the Mumbai attack occurred, stated that the five teams of two heavily-armed men each 
possessed one Improvised Explosive Device.  Before commencing their shooting spree, the IED’s were in-
serted surreptitiously into five taxis, which transited the greater Mumbai area for many hours before they ex-
ploded, thereby expanding the crisis and making it appear to responders that there was an even more wide-
scale attack.  For the terrorists, this resulted in the desired effect of diverting important resources away from 
them. 
 For our nation’s responders in any local jurisdiction, the best advice is to train EVERY employee 
equipped with a portable radio to the highest possible skill level in the Incident Command System (ICS).  
Then plan and rehearse continuously and be prepared to GET BUSY! 
For state and federal response planners:  There is a clear need for integrated, authoritative 
(“One Voice”) coordination of mobilization efforts efficient communication with all on-scene personnel. 
AND:  Since these skills are highly perishable, each agency ensure training with ICS is continuous! 
 
ARTICLE CONTRIBUTED BY:  Mr. Bruce Martin/MPP       bruce.martin2@yahoo.com 
Dear Readers,  
     PLEASE submit a short 200-300-word article introducing your organiza-
tion’s Maritime Security and Defense-related mission and activities or add an 
event to our calendar.   
Contact Ms. Rita Painter at rpainte@nps.edu.  
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NMIC Celebrates Second Anniversary 
 
The National Maritime Intelligence Center staff celebrated its second anniversary on January 14th, 2011, 
having been estab-
lished by the Director 
of National Intelligence 
as an Intelligence Com-
munity Service of Com-
mon Concern through 
promulgation of Intelli-
gence Community Di-
rective 902 (Global 
Maritime & Air Intelli-
gence Integration) on 
January 14th, 2009.  As 
such, NMIC’s primary 
and unique function is 
to facilitate the inte-
gration of maritime 
information and intelli-
gence collection and 
analysis in support of 
national policy and de-
cision makers, Mari-
time Domain Aware-
ness (MDA) objectives, 
and Interagency operations, at all levels of the U.S. Government (USG).  Activities and accomplishments 
since NMIC’s inception include direct support to the White House National Security Staff as the unified 
maritime voice of the Intelligence Community (IC); direct support to MDA governance as a principal mem-
ber of the MDA Stakeholders Board Executive Steering Committee; facilitation of Office of Naval Intelli-
gence and U.S. Coast Guard Intelligence Coordination Center direct intelligence feeds to the FBI’s maritime 
common operational picture (COP); development and implementation of the Single Integrated Look-Out 
(SILO) List for all vessels of domestic and international intelligence interest; and joint development of an 
MDA Information Portal with the U.S. Maritime Administration that will serve the whole of government, 
private sector and our foreign partners.  Planned actions include work with DHS and other partners to fur-
ther the FBI maritime COP with inclusion of state, local, tribal and territorial entities toward a holistic 
whole of government COP, and continued facilitation of enhancements to SILO while working to expand 
Vessel of Interest dissemination throughout the USG.  NMIC’s engagement of, and collaborative efforts 
with the IC, Interagency, private sector, academia, and our foreign partners has resulted in increased unity 
of effort throughout the Global Maritime Community of Interest, and tangible improvements to informa-
tion sharing in support of MDA objectives. 
 
ARTICLE CONTRIBUTED BY:  Mr. Brian Eggleston     beggleston@nmic.navy.mil 
 
COMMUNITY MILESTONES 
NMIC's 2nd anniversary celebration.  Left to right are NMIC's Deputy Director (CAPT Glenn Gebele, 
USCG); Director (RADM Sam Cox, USN); and Asst. Director, Global Maritime Intelligence Integration 
(Mr. Joe Stewart). 
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The LIBRARIAN’S CORNER— Greta Marlatt, gmarlatt@nps.edu 
(CONTROL +click, to follow links) 
NPS THESES 
 
Singh, Jaswinder. Countering Small Boat Terrorism in Territorial Sea. Monterey, CA: Naval Postgraduate School, 2010. http://
edocs.nps.edu/npspubs/scholarly/theses/2010/Dec/10Dec_Singh.pdf 
 
Sone, Emmanuel N. Piracy in the Horn of Africa: The Role of Somalia's Fishermen. Monterey, CA: Naval Postgraduate School, 
2010. http://edocs.nps.edu/npspubs/scholarly/theses/2010/Dec/10Dec_Sone.pdf 
 





NMIOTC Journal  
November 2010, 2nd issue  
http://www.hellenicnavy.gr/nmiotc/files/NMIOTCjournal.pdf  




National Bureau of Asian Research (NBAR) Maritime Security in Southeast Asia: U.S., Japanese, Regional, and Industry Strategies 
http://kms1.isn.ethz.ch/serviceengine/Files/ISN/123217/ipublicationdocument_singledocument/21c1c1c1-5412-452d-a12c-
54a1a672d53d/en/SR24_MaritimeSecurity.pdf 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly - Maritime Security: NATO and EU Roles and Co-Ordination http://www.nato-
pa.int/default.asp?SHORTCUT=2087 
Mar 21-24  Future Unmanned Naval Systems Wargame Competition, Naval Postgraduate School 
Mar 28-30  2nd Offshore Patrols Summit, Norfolk VA  http://www.opvsummit.com/Event.aspx?id=432494 
 
May 2-5  Maritime Security Conference, Kiel Germany  http://www.cjoscoemaritimeconference.org 
May 2-5  MORS Symposium on MDA, ASW Base in San Diego  http://www.mors.org 
May 4-5   9th Maritime & Transportation Security Expo, Baltimore Convention Center, MD 
http://www.maritimesecurityexpo.com  
 
Jun 14-15  Maritime Domain Awareness Conference, Lisbon Portugal (LT Ben Anderson attending) 
http://www.defenseconference.com/?p=224 
Jun 20-23 79th MORS Symposium, at NPS  http://www.mors.org  
July 13-14  Singapore Maritime Security Conference , Singapore 
July 25-29  Classified Advanced Technology Update at NPS  http://www.nps.edu/catu/ 
Future Events: 
